UNIT 5 The chords of a major key

Chords are created on each step of the major scale by skip 

ie choose a note, miss  a note, choose a note etc.

This gives

C 
E
G 






C major

    D         F         A






D minor

         E           G         B





E minor

               F           A         C





F major

                      G          B         D




G major

                           A          C           E


      

A minor

                                  B           D        F



B diminished

Note:  When we do not wish to use notation, we can denote them by chord symbols.

In the above example: C Dm Em F G Am B dim

For comparison in or between keys we can refer to the chords by the number of the step of the scale on which they are built. eg F is IV (by tradition Roman numerals are used)

The chords are divided into 

Primary triads  I  IV  V (in this case C F G major). They are the most important chords (in this case the major chords because we are using a major key)

The others are secondary triads – less used so that we don’t lose the character of the key.

So the music can be seen as being simultaneously 

horizontal (playing scale notes through time), and 

vertical (playing combinations of notes (chords) at any one time).

The music is a two dimensional structure in which everything fits together and is logical.

UNIT 6 Chord progressions

To make the music interesting  and to make it move along, you change the chords.  A set of chords is called a chord progression.  

The chords tend to move at a set rate, called the harmonic rhythm. This is typically each bar, each half bar or each beat. 

Example (half bars):
 C   Dm  | Em  Dm |  F  G  |  C

each two beats                     four beats

