B) KEYS AND SCALES
UNIT 3  Keys 

In the past a large amount of music was created using seven note scales.  There are various of these, but for now we will just deal with C Major. 

When we say that a piece is in the key of C major, we are not really referring a  particular thing, but an effect, which is

the music mostly or entirely uses the scale of C major






                chords of C major(see below)

There is a strong sense that the music moves towards  and away from the 

note C, which is called the key note or tonic note, and it ends on that 

note.

Because there are twelve possible starting points in the chromatic scale, there are twelve major keys.   (There are also twelve minor keys).

UNIT 4  The major scale

Traditional scales have seven notes.  There are various types of scale. For the moment we will concentrate on the major scale.  By tradition, we begin with C major. This is the white notes of the piano, starting on C:

C  D  E  F  G  A  B

Practice: Learn this scale. If you are keen, learn others - better still learn all twelve !

