UNIT 11 – The Magic Circle
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The cycle of keys

Itis has been found that the twelve notes can be arranged to form an endless
circle (see separate handout) known as the cycle of fifths, or the cycle of keys

THE MAGIC CIRCLE

Cc
F G
Bb D
Eb A
Ab E
Db B
F#/Gb

What it tells us:
For harmonisation it tells you

the three main chords of any key
( key chord and one each side eg C (I) -F(IV)-G(V))

(In fact it also tells you a lot more, to be looked at on cther occasions)
Practice

» Use the cycle to practice the three chord movement systematically
through all keys

* Move round the cycle anti-clockwise to prepare for more complex
traditional music and jazz

* Move round the cycle clockwise to develop rock progressions




 How to create and remember it:

You should learn it by heart. 

Suggested way;

· Draw a clock with the 12 hours – each hour will have a key name.

· At 12 put C

· At 11 and 1 put the other major triads of C (F at 11; G at 1)

· Write the word BEAD to go from 5 back to 2

· Write the word BEAD to go from 10 back to 7.  Then write a flat after each of these letters.

· At 6 write Gb/F#.

You have now used all the notes of the chromatic scale.

What it tells us:
(1) It gives you all the notes of the chromatic scale

(2) It answers the following questions:

(a) WHAT ARE the three primary triads of any given key ? 

(go one back and one forward. 

(Example: D:    1 back G;     1 forward A 

so the three chords in D major are D, G and A.)

(b) HOW MANY SHARPS IN A GIVEN KEY ? OR WHAT KEY HAS (NUMBER) SHARPS 

The right hand side lists all the sharp keys in order of number of sharps

 
( G 1, D 2, A 3 etc)

(c) HOW MANY FLATS ? ETC…The left hand side gives all the flat keys. 

(F 1,  Bb 2,  Eb 3 etc)

(c) WHICH SHARPS OR FLATS ? WHICH DO I WRITE FIRST IN NOTATION? 

The sharps are given by starting on F and going clockwise 
(example: which sharps/flats does A have ? 
Answer A is a sharp key; it has 3 sharps which are F#, C#,G#)   
The flats are given by starting on Bb and moving anticlockwise. 
(Example what sharps/flats does Ab have ? 
Answer: Ab is a flat key, it has four flats which are Bb, Eb, Ab, Db). 
In some keys you may appear to run out of sharps or flats – remember that you can rename sharps and flats (example: Eb=D#, G#=Ab)

(d) THE II-V-I PROGRESSION.  
These are the two names to the right of the chosen key 
(example in Bb   Cm7 – F7- Bb)

….and there is a lot more….! 
[image: image2.jpg]UNIT 5

The cycle of keys

Itis has been found that the twelve notes can be arranged to form an endless
circle (see separate handout) known as the cycle of fifths, or the cycle of keys

THE MAGIC CIRCLE

Cc
F G
Bb D
Eb A
Ab E
Db B
F#/Gb

What it tells us:
For harmonisation it tells you

the three main chords of any key
( key chord and one each side eg C (I) -F(IV)-G(V))

(In fact it also tells you a lot more, to be looked at on cther occasions)
Practice

» Use the cycle to practice the three chord movement systematically
through all keys

* Move round the cycle anti-clockwise to prepare for more complex
traditional music and jazz

* Move round the cycle clockwise to develop rock progressions




