THEORY COURSE  - GENERAL THEORY 1

A) THE BASIC MATERIALS OF MUSIC

UNIT 1

Western music can be seen as fitting into several main groups each with its own approach to harmony. These are 

traditional (classical, earlier pop and jazz)

modal       (folk, rock)

blues

modern tonal  (jazz post 1960, contemporary rock, 20th Century classical)

atonal       (20C classical, free jazz)

All except atonal music have a lot in common and can be seen as being members of the same musical family 

So it is useful to study first basic theory which applies to all these musics, and then to look at the characteristics of each area.

UNIT 2

f you don’t understand or remember anything else in this download, make sure you know the stuff in red !

The chromatic scale

Music is created out of twelve notes

Seven (the piano white notes) are named after the letters of the alphabet:

A B C D E F G

The other five (the piano black notes) have two names:  flat of the higher letter, sharp of the lower

eg the note between C and D is called C# and Db.

So the twelve notes are;

    A# 
                C#
      D#
                F#
      G#


A 
B
 C
 D
 E
 F
 G
A

     Bb
                 Db       Eb               Gb
       Ab

This set of notes is called the chromatic scale.
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Using the transposition side rule:

· Print out the diagram. Stick it onto a piece of card.  Cut along the  middle line

· Find the note/chord name you wish to transpose (example C moving to F)

· Decide what key you wish to move to (example E flat)

· Line up the rulers so that the E flat on the lower ruler is directly below the C on the top one. Match up the vertical lines.

· Read off the transposed notes (example find F on the top ruler, and look at the note below it on the lower ruler, in this case A flat)

Exercises:

1) Transpose the following tune in C for trumpet, which has to be written in Bb:

c
e
g
a
f
d
c

2) Transpose the following chord sequence in D flat into E, so that it is easier for guitar:

Db  
Bb minor
Eb minor
Ab7

3) The following is the chord sequence of the first and second eight bars of a tune in F:       

F
Dm
Gm
C7
F
D7
Gm /C7
F

You decide to use the first half of the same sequence for the middle eight in the key of A.  Work out what the chords will be.

